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What can you taste and feel? 
 
Is it bitter or sweet? What does your mouth feel like? Frothy? You have a chemical reaction taking 
place in your mouth! 
 
What about the science? 
 
Mixing Bi-card [a base] and citric acid in your wet mouth [all that saliva] creates a chemical reaction 
that makes carbon dioxide [the bubbles in your fizzy drink]. It’s called an acid base reaction. You 
have just turned you mouth into a science experiment. Well done! 
 
But you can experiment further. 
 
To make different reactions you can add more citric acid for tang, or more icing sugar for 
sweetness, or more bi-card for fizz [just remember bi-card doesn’t taste very good, so too much 
might make the taste really bitter], or more Jelly crystals for colour and flavour.  

 
Keep doing more science at home! 
 
 


